
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Lexington Bell Community Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Drumming with Dylan at Lexington – Bell Community Center 

Your Project Summary: The Lexington Bell Community Center (LBCC) is requesting funding to support 

engaging and interactive experiences with music. In partnership with the Cleveland Orchestra (TCO), LBCC 

will offer weekly “Drumming with Dylan” sessions to develop a drumming troupe with teens under the 

leadership of percussionist, Dylan Moffitt. In addition, TCO musicians will provide guest clinics for the 

drum troupe during “Music Mentor” sessions and presentations for the LBCC student body, “All About 

Percussion.” 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The project provides public benefit by providing underserved youth with the opportunity to 

learn about the art of drumming from professional performers. It builds upon the successes of a pilot 

program, demonstrating that the organization understands, works with and serves its community. 

Encouraging and inspiring future musicians through mentorship and collaboration contributes artistic and 

cultural vibrancy. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat meets the funding criteria. There is clear public benefit by virtue of the 

offering through the community center in an area where 45% of the families are below the poverty line. 

The professional leader, with TCO credentials, demonstrates artistic vibrancy. The structure and qualified 

staff and professional musicians are on track for organizational capacity to plan and manage the project. 

The only question is if there is matching cash funds vs in-kind value; the matching funds appear to be 

entirely in-kind services with no cash to match CAC. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I scored this applicant a Yes, because I believe the partnership is of great public interest to the 

LBCC and the residents of Hough. With institutional support from The Cleveland Orchestra, and having 

been piloted earlier in the year, this is a very promising program that could potentially be replicated at 

other community centers or CDC's. My only concern is that the budget is unclear. For example, it says, 

"Lexington Bell In-Kind $4,080", which is the same amount Mr. Moffitt is getting paid. Are these two line 

items related? And then the applicant lists in-kind services donated by the TCO of $4,500. So what cash is 

being used to match the grant funds? This needs greater clarity, but does not impact the public benefit. 

The supplemental materials do not relate to the proposal other than explaining more about LBCC. I 

couldn't locate the photos on the Facebook page (and for future reference, this is not the best way to ask 

panelists to find work samples). 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project fully met the funding criteria. The project will provide a meaningful and thoughtful 

addition to the community by establishing this program for middle and high school students. While it is a 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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small group of students that will participate, the organization is clearly thoughtful and understanding of 

the community they serve and engage. They intend to secure qualified artists and are clear in how their 

partner organization will participate to support the success of this project. I would suggest they consider 

executing an initial survey to set a benchmark against, so that they can then measure the resulting 

increase in learning and skill at the end of the project. The measures are appropriate to the goal discussed 

in the narrative. I like the extended exposure of the program on social media and hope that the 

organization understands the need for permissions to use images online of children. The budget was clear 

and reasonable and sufficient detail was provided to demonstrate the ability for the organization to plan 

and execute a successful project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  Clearly Lex-Bell understands, works with and serves 

its community including the middle and high schoolers who will be the target for the drumming, thereby 

demonstrating public benefit. It's helpful to have some context about the community in the written 

proposal.  It's good that the three public programs throughout the year will be open and welcome all and 

will contribute to lively/energetic neighborhoods.  But I'm unsure if social media and the website are the 

best ways to reach the target audience of general community members.  I assume most attendees will be 

families.  It seems like the program also has some work to do with recruitment to grow from the 6 students 

in the Facebook video to the 15-20 targeted for this year-long program.  Clearly the initiative engages a 

qualified arts professional, Mr. Moffitt, but it's unclear if this is a formal partnership with The Cleveland 

Orchestra. TCO is providing significant in-kind support, but the narrative of the proposal is written as if 

this were an independent initiative of Mr. Moffitt's. It also somewhat of a concern that the whole 

proposed match is in-kind.  The attachments help provide confidence that Lex-Bell has the organizational 

capacity to carry out this program. Note that while the attached annual report was helpful and does 

include photos of participants doing arts & crafts, there is no mention of arts in it otherwise. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Drumming with Dylan at Lexington - Bell Community Center meets the funding criteria. 

After a successful pilot project, the Lexington Bell Community Center is seeking funds to develop a 

drumming troupe for teens. The project provides significant public benefit by enabling a group of teens 

to study drumming in-depth with a professional artist. Furthermore, the troupe will engage with the public 

through performances at the Black History Month Community Celebration. The organization has 

partnered with The Cleveland Orchestra for the project and has successfully completed a pilot project. 

They also plan to collect feedback from parents and students to better improve the program in the future. 

I feel confident about the organization's capacity to carry through with the project. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


